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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Copies of the references listed on the attached form PTO-1449 are enclosed. A copy of a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart application is also enclosed. 

This statement is being filed before a first Office action on the merits. I, the undersigned, hereby 
certify that each item of information contained in this statement was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, the communication being dated March 7, 2003, 
which is not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. The Commissioner is authorized 
to apply any charges to Deposit Account No. 06-1050, Order No. 02103-406001. 

RespectfiiUy submitted, 

FISH & RICHARDSON P.C. 
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COMMUNICATION 

The European Patent Office herewith transmits the partial European search report under Rule 46(1) 
ERG relating to the above-mentioned European patent application. 

Copies of the documents cited In the search report are enclosed. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the following: 

The search Division infonns the applicant that if the European search report is also to cover 
inventions other than the Invention first mentioned in the claims, a further search fee must be 
paid for each of these inventions, within ONE MONTH after notification of this communication. 

If the application has been filed up to 30 June 1999. the search fee in force before 01 July 
1999 (EUR 869,-) or the equivalent applicable on the date of payment is payable. 
This applies also to the search fees requested under Rule 46(1) EPC. 
See also OJ EPO 06/1 999. 405. 

_ The abstract was modified by the Search Division and the definitive text is attached to the 
LJ present communication. 

™ Additional set(s) of copies of the documents cited In the European search report is (are) enclosed 
IXJ as well. 

OA 



Note to users of the automatic debiting procedure: 

Unless the EPO receives prior instructions to the contrary, the search fee(s) will be debited on 
the last day of the period for payment. For further details see the Arrangements for the automatic 
debiting procedure. Supplement to OJ EPO 02/1 999. 
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vol. 017, no. 658 (P-1654), 

6 December 1993 (1993-12-06) 

-& OP 05 216123 A (TOPPAN PRINTING CO 

LTD), 27 August 1993 (1993-08-27) 

* abstract; figures 1-6 * 



EP 0 856 768 A (XEROX CORP) 

5 August 1998 (1998-08-05) 

* column 3, line 35 - column 4, line 81 * 

* figures 1-4,6-8 * 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 
vol. 017, no. 273 (P-1545), 
26 May 1993 (1993-05-26) 

6 JP 05 011344 A (TOPPAN PRINTING CO LTD), 
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* abstract * 
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LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with 
the requirements of unity of Invention and relates to severalinventtons or groups of inventions, 
namely: 



see sheet B 



The present partial European search report has been drawn up forthose parts of the European 
patent application which relate to the Invention first mentioned in the claims. 



Place of search 

MUNICH 



Date of completion of the search 

20 March 2003 
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O : non-written disclosure 
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T : theory or principle underiying the invention 
E : eartier patent document, but published on. or 
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& : member of the same patent family, corresponding 
document 




European Patent 
Office 



LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 
SHEET B 



EP 02 10 2872 



Application Number 



The.Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of Inventions, namely: 

1. Claims: 1-5, 9-12, 21, 22, 32, 52-56, 63-65 and 67 

The problem addressed in claims 1-5, 9-12, 21, 22, 32, 
52-56, 63-65 and 67 is to enhance the contrast of images 
projected onto a projection screen by reducing the influence 
of ambient light on the projection screen. The solution 
proposed is an absorbing material that selectively absorbs 
light at specific wavelengths. 

2. Claims: 6-8, 13-16, 23-26, 51, 57 and 59 

The problem addressed in claims 6-8, 13-16, 23-26, 51, 57 
and 59 is to enhance the contrast by increasing the 
luminance of the projected image. The solution proposed is 
multilayer interference coating that selectively reflects 
specific wavelengths of the projected light. 

3. Claims: 27-29, 60-62, 66 and 68 

The problem addressed in claims 27-29, 60-62, 66 and 68 
relates to an ambient light for an audience without reducing 
contrast of a projection system. The solution proposed is a 
source of ambient light with an inverse spectral structure 
to that of the projector. 

4. Claims: 17-19, 33 and 34-40 

The problem addressed in claims 17-19, 33 and 34-40 is to 
adapt the viewing angle of the image projected on the screen 
to an audience. The solution proposed is an asymmetric 
diffuser for angular spreading of the projected image. 

5. Claims: 20, 30, 31, 41, 47-49 (and 50?) 

The problem addressed in claims 20, 30, 31, 41, 47-49 (and 
50?) is to enhance the contrast between ambient light and 
projected light. The solution proposed Is a polarizing layer 
for absorbing light of a polarization direction orthogonal 
to that of the projector. It is not clear If claim 50 should 
belong to this group or to group 7. 

6. Claim : 58 

The problem addressed in claim 58 relates to the problem of 
optimizing the angle of incidence of light upon the screen, 
which is solved by using a curved screen. 

7. Claims: 42-46 (and 50?) 

The problem addressed in claims 42-46 (and 50?) is to 
balance the spectrum of the projector lamp. The solution 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 



proposed is to use a second light source for adding a colour 
to the spectrum of the first lamp. It is not clear if claim 
50 should belong to this group or to group 5. 



The subject matter of claims 1, 9 and 21 is already known from 
document Dl (JP 05 216 123 A; cf. Abstract and figures) and 
D2 (EP 0 856 768 A; cf . Abstract and figures, for example). 

Therefore, it appears that above identified groups of claims do not 
share a common special technical feature linking the claims so as to 
form a single inventive concept, Rule 30 (1). 
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